The functions of bile ducts in sheep.
Pressure changes in the gallbladder and the bile flow and pressure changes in the common bile duct were determined in sheep. The experiments were conducted on animals with external junction of choleslochus and cholecystostomy performed previously. The experiments demonstrated pressure in the sheep of the functional sphincter of Mirizzi at the boundary between the intrahepatic and extrahepatic bile ducts. A correlation was demonstrated also between the function of this sphincter and that of Oddi's sphincter. The conditions for bile filling of the extrahepatic bile ducts and gallbladder were determined. The process of bile excretion into the duodenum and the role of bile duct sphincters in this process are discussed. Attention is called to the relationship between the pressure in the gallbladder and the tonus of bile duct sphinters.